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The  three  seminar  members  shown  here  are  a part  of  a small  study  group  which 
has  chosen  to  do  independent  research  on  a subject  of  particular  interest  to 
them.  They  come  from  Holland,  Greece,  and  Germany.  Other  members  of  their 
group  came  from  Japan,  Viet  Nam,  Palestine,  the  United  States,  and  India. 


SEMINARS  FOR  PEACE 


"A  new  spirit  and  a new  faith  ” 


INTERNATIONAL  SERVIC 


Why  Seminars? 

"There  can  be  but  one  secure  foundation  for  peace  — in  the 
attitudes  which  reflect  the  state  of  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
men  . . . No  international  charters  or  pacts,  no  diplomacy, 
however  ingenious,  can  save  mankind  from  itself,  if  man  in 
his  relations  with  man  remains  mean  and  brutish  . . . With- 
out great  changes  in  human  attitudes,  the  most  perfect  inter- 
national machinery  for  peace  will  ultimately  be  unavailing.” 

— Ralph  Bunche 

There  is  no  time  in  which  it  is  harder  to  put  one’s  faith 
in  the  potentialities  of  "man’s  relations  with  man”  than  in 
a time  of  international  tension  and  conflict.  It  is  easier  then 
to  see  the  value  of  large  scale,  immediately  effective,  im- 
personal actions.  And  yet  it  is  in  just  such  times,  when 
basic  elements  of  trust  among  men  are  being  undermined 
by  national  and  international  politics,  that  a movement  for 
friendship  and  understanding  among  the  peoples  of  the 
world  is  most  sorely  needed.  For  it  is  during  a crisis,  when 
people  do  not,  and  often  cannot,  talk  to  people,  that  mis- 
understandings harden  into  suspicion  and  fear,  attitudes 
grow  harsh  and  bitter,  and  the  hearts  and  minds  of  men 
become  closed  against  each  other. 

Today  is  just  such  a time  of  crisis.  We  believe  it  is  now 
more  important  than  ever  to  give  attention  to  the  individual 
- — his  worth,  his  beliefs,  his  needs,  his  ability  to  respect 
his  fellow  men.  We  believe  there  is  a need  for  a new  spirit 
to  remove  the  occasion  for  war,  and  a new  faith  to 
strengthen  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Toward  this  end,  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  continues  to  conduct 
a program  of  International  Service  Seminars  in  the  United 
States,  Europe,  and  Asia. 

What  is  a Seminar? 

The  Service  Committee  looks  upon  seminars  as  living 
experiments  in  combining  the  science  of  human  relations 
and  the  science  of  international  relations.  It  sees  each 
seminar  as  a search  for  answers  not  only  to  large  questions 
concerning  "charters  or  pacts,’’  economics  or  politics,  but 
also  a search  for  answers  to  questions  concerning  the  role 
and  power  of  an  individual  in  a world  where  the  individual 
and  his  beliefs  often  appear  to  count  for  little. 


What  happens  in  a Seminar? 

Living  together  as  a family,  for  seven  weeks  during  the 
summer,  young  people  from  many  parts  of  the  world  for- 
get that  they  represent  different  nationalities  and  races. 
Sharing  personal  experiences,  exchanging  information  about 
cultural  differences,  explaining  basic  national  problems  and 
their  relation  to  attitudes,  opinions,  and  beliefs  in  their 
countries,  they  find  the  human  common  denominators.  In 
formal  and  informal  discussions,  with  the  help  of  leaders 
in  the  fields  of  psychology,  sociology,  economics,  religion, 
history,  international  affairs,  and  education,  they  face  prob- 
lems fearlessly  and  frankly,  seeking  mutually  for  answers 
and  new  approaches. 

There  is  real  work  involved  — both  physical  and  in- 
tellectual. Every  member  of  the  group  is  expected  to  take 
his  share  of  responsibility  for  the  comfort  of  the  group 
by  helping  with  household  tasks  and  with  the  planning  of 
all  the  activities  of  each  day  and  week.  Every  member  is 
expected  to  contribute  to  the  thought  and  study  of  the 
group.  Within  the  sphere  of  his  specialization  or  knowl- 
edge, each  presents  information  about  his  own  country  and 
people,  participates  in  panel  discussions,  and  serves  in  small 
study  groups  or  commissions  to  do  research  and  prepare 
reports. 

There  is  plenty  of  time  for  swimming,  hiking,  tennis, 
volley  ball,  reading,  writing  letters,  singing,  dancing.  Gen- 
erally one  night  a week  members  of  the  group  prepare  a 
"native”  dinner,  and  the  evening  may  be  spent  learning 
songs  or  dances  or  hearing  about  the  customs  and  cultures 
of  other  countries. 

Through  the  six  or  eight  Americans  in  the  group,  by 
visits  to  homes  in  the  community  near  which  the  seminar 
is  held,  by  attendance  at  local  social,  church,  and  service 
club  events,  by  visits  to  nearby  places  and  occasions  of 
interest  — historical,  industrial,  political,  cultural,  scenic  — 
there  are  opportunities  to  get  acquainted  with  Americans 
and  their  way  of  living,  working,  and  thinking.  At  the 
same  time,  the  seminar  group  plans  ways  in  which,  by 
means  of  these  contacts,  it  can  acquaint  the  American 
community  with  the  people  of  other  countries  and  thus 
broaden  horizons  of  interest  and  understanding. 

At  the  base  of  all  these  activities  is  a spirit  of  belief  in 
the  integrity  of  each  individual  personality  — a spirit  which 
reduces  antagonisms  and  makes  possible  real  understanding, 
respect,  and  friendship.  Seminar  participants  find  this  spirit 
revealed  and  strengthened  in  silent  periods  of  thought  and 
meditation  which  are  held  each  week  day  morning  for  a 
short  period  as  part  of  the  daily  schedule. 

Provision  is  made  in  each  seminar  for  all  to  worship  as 
they  please.  For  those  who  wish  to  attend,  a period  of  silent 
worship,  after  the  manner  of  Friends,  is  held  each  Sunday. 


Seminar  participants  play  a large  role  in  making 
the  study  program  meaningful.  Here  a student,  a 
member  of  a commission  such  as  the  one  pictured 
on  the  cover,  is  reporting  his  findings  to  the 
whole  seminar. 


SEMINARS  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 


Students  become  better  acquainted  during  an  im- 
promptu tea  such  as  this  and  during  other  periods 
of  relaxation  and  recreation.  Gathered  together 
here  are  people  from  Belgium,  China,  India,  Trin- 
idad, and  Nicaragua. 

Who  Goes  to  a Seminar? 

Participating  in  seminars  are  people  from  all  over  the 
world,  representing  many  races,  religions,  and  a wide  vari- 
ety of  beliefs  and  opinions.  They  range  in  age  from  20  to 
35,  and  represent  such  fields  and  interests  as  law,  engineer- 
ing, business  administration,  medicine,  religion,  physical 
sciences,  the  arts,  social  sciences,  and  education.  Members 
include  undergraduates,  graduates,  special  visitors,  and 
those  doing  advanced  research. 

With  their  diverse  origins  and  experience,  they  are  a 
living  example  of  the  differences  which  often  divide  the 
world.  But  with  their  common  purpose  of  searching  for 
ways  of  peace,  they  find  that  it  is  possible  for  people  with 
different  backgrounds  to  live  together  peacefully. 

One  student  summed  up  this  experience  when  he  wrote: 
"We  were  gathered  together  from  different  parts  of  the 
world.  We  have  not  had  the  same  backgrounds,  education. 
We  disagreed  in  some  points.  We  were  frank  with  one  an- 
other, and  because  of  that  we  were  friends.  The  seminar 
proved  to  me  that  the  future  is  stronger  than  the  past.  We 
were  all  concerned  with  a better,  peaceful  world.  The  future 
of  our  nations  was  what  interested  us.  Our  past  divided  us, 
but  our  future  united  us.’’ 

Where  Are  Seminars  Held  in  U.S.? 

Since  many  students  have  been  living  in  cities  or  on  large 
campuses  and  have  been  carrying  heavy  schedules  of  work 
and  study,  an  effort  is  made  to  find  locations  which  will 
provide  opportunities  for  simple  comfort  and  outdoor 
recreation.  Seminars  are  held  in  the  New  England  states, 
in  the  Middle  West,  and  in  the  West. 


What  is  the  Study  Program? 

The  major  theme  of  the  seminar  program  is  "The  Foun- 
dations of  Lasting  Peace”.  Each  week  a different  approach 
to  the  theme  is  taken  under  the  leadership  of  a visiting 
faculty.  A typical  seminar  study  outline  is  as  follows: 

1st  week:  The  Individual  and  Society. 

2nd  week:  Economic  Conditions  and  Systems  and  World 
Peace. 

3rd  week:  Religious  Beliefs  and  Ethical  Values  in  Rela- 
tions to  National  and  International  Affairs. 

4th  week:  Communism:  Its  Relations  to  the  Crisis  of 
the  20th  Century. 

5th  week:  An  Area  Study. 

6th  week:  Organized  International  Cooperation  and 
Means  of  Achieving  and  Maintaining 
World  Peace. 

7th  week:  The  Responsibility  of  the  Individual. 

Within  the  framework  of  each  week’s  study  an  effort 
is  made  to  consider  basic  problems  of  human  rights  and 
freedoms,  cultural,  economic,  religious,  and  political  differ- 
ences and  likenesses,  techniques  of  mediation  and  concili- 
ation, and  methods  of  promoting  understanding  and  coop- 
eration. An  effort  is  made  to  consider  all  the  facts  from 
all  points  of  view,  without  distortion  or  omission.  It  is  a 
process  of  mutual  thinking  and  searching  for  agreement, 
in  an  attempt  to  overcome  prejudice,  preconceived  ideas 
and  stereotypes  and  to  develop  personal  concern  for  and 
understanding  of  others. 

The  program  of  study  consists  of  daily  (Monday  through 
Friday)  morning  meetings  at  which  brief  faculty  presenta- 
tion are  followed  by  group  discussion,  faculty  and  students 
participating  equally;  study  in  smaller  groups,  the  subjects 
being  determined  by  the  interests  of  the  seminar  partici- 
pants; and  student-led  informal  meetings,  in  which  the 
knowledge,  experience,  and  background  of  the  various 
seminar  members  are  shared  with  the  whole  group. 

Each  member  of  the  seminar  is  expected  to  belong  to 
one  of  the  small  study  groups.  Some  of  the  subjects  stud- 
ied by  research  groups  have  been:  U.S.-U.S.S.R.  Relations; 
Imperialism;  Discrimination  and  Prejudice;  Problems  of 
World  Government;  European  Union;  Population  Problems 
and  Land  Reform. 

Six  faculty  members  lead  discussions  in  each  seminar, 
one  each  week  except  the  last  when  the  group  draws  its 
own  conclusions.  Some  of  the  faculty  who  have  partici- 
pated in  seminars  in  the  past  have  been: 

Amiya  Chakravarty,  formerly  Advisor  to  the  Indian  Delega- 
tion at  the  United  Nations. 

Benjamin  M.  Cherrington,  Director,  Social  Science  Founda- 
tion, University  of  Denver. 

Wilder  Foote,  Director  of  Press  and  Publications  Bureau, 
United  Nations. 

Philip  Jacob,  Department  of  Political  Science,  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Ernest  Kalibala,  African  Section,  Department  of  Technical 
Assistance,  United  Nations. 

Cornelius  Kruse,  Department  of  Philosophy,  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, (Connecticut). 

Clyde  Kluckhohn,  Director,  Russian  Research  Center,  Har- 
vard. 

Maynard  Krueger,  Department  of  Economics,  University  of 
Chicago. 

Rayford  Logan,  Department  of  History,  Howard  University. 

Robert  MacLoed,  Department  of  Psychology,  Cornell  Uni- 
versity. 

Gardner  Murphy,  Department  of  Psychology,  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

John  Thompson,  Dean,  Rockefeller  Memorial  Chapel,  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago. 

Clair  Wilcox,  Department  of  Economics,  Swarthmore  College. 
Costs  and  Scholarships 

The  cost  of  the  seminar  is  $185.  Scholarship  help  is 
available.  However,  all  applicants  are  asked  to  be  considr- 
erate  of  the  financial  problems  of  all  foreign  students  and 
contribute  as  much  as  possible  in  order  to  extend  scholar- 
ship funds  equitably  and  for  the  benefit  of  as  many  as 
possible.  All  students  are  expected  to  meet  their  own  travel 
costs.  Personal  expenses  at  a seminar  are  minimum. 

Qualifications 

Applications  are  received  from  any  students  or  visitors 
from  other  countries  between  the  ages  of  20  and  35  and 
are  accepted  on  the  basis  of  individual  qualifications  and 
interest.  All  must  be  able  to  understand  and  speak  English 
freely.  Since  a large  proportion  of  those  from  outside  of 
the  United  States  are  at  the  graduate  level  or  above,  prefer- 
ence is  given  to  Americans  at  that  academic  level.  Also, 
since  Americans  have  a special  responsibility  in  represent- 


ing and  interpreting  the  United  States,  preference  is  given 
to  those  who  have  specialized  in  fields  of  study  or  activity 
related  to  American  history  and  culture,  international  rela- 
tions, history,  and  the  social  sciences. 

Additional  Information  and  Applications 

Additional  information  on  faculty  and  staff,  which  will 
be  issued  periodically,  and  applications  may  be  obtained 
from  the  nearest  College  Secretary  in  an  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  Regional  Office  or  from  the  national 
office  of  the  Committee  at  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 

OFFICES 

Please  address  inquiries  to  THE  AMERICAN  FRIENDS 
SERVICE  COMMITTEE  at  any  of  the  following  offices: 
AUSTIN  12,  Texas  — University  YMCA 
CAMBRIDGE  38,  Mass.  — 130  Brattle  Street 
CHICAGO  3,  Illinois  — 19  South  La  Salle  Street 
COLUMBUS  9,  Ohio  — 2268  East  Main  Street 
DES  MOINES  16,  Iowa  — 1116  East  University  Avenue 
GREENSBORO,  North  Carolina  — 225  East  Lee  Street 
NEW  YORK  6,  New  York  — 53  Broadway 
PASADENA  3,  California  — 426  North  Raymond 
Avenue 

PHILADELPHIA  7,  Pennsylvania  — 20  South  12th 
Street 

PORTLAND  14,  Oregon  — 1108  Southeast  Grand 
Avenue 

RICHMOND,  Indiana  — Overview,  Route  28 
SAN  FRANCISCO  15,  California  — 1830  Sutter  Street 
SEATTLE  5,  Washington  — 3959 — 15th  Avenue,  N.  E. 
WICHITA,  Kansas  — 2023  University  Avenue 


What  Some  Former  Seminar  Participants  Write  About  Their  Experience : 


A Dutch  participant: 

"Arriving  in  Vienna,  the  seminar  and  its  content  were 
one  big  point  of  interrogation  from  me.  I must  admit  I had 
not  the  faintest  idea  what  the  outcome  would  be  ...  We 
Dutch  people,  small  as  we  are,  are  always  obliged  to  have 
intimate  contacts  with  other  nations  . . . How  well  I re- 
member my  trips  through  France,  Belgium,  and  Switzer- 
land. That  nationalistic  monster  of  self  praise  was  always 
traveling  with  me.  Strange,  perhaps,  it  went  with  me  to 
Vienna,  but  I returned  alone.  No  nationalistic  enthusiasm, 
but  only  the  feeling:  'Let’s  bring  in  all  the  good  things  I 
can  find  in  my  people  for  the  international  sake  . . .’ 

"Sometimes  the  hunger  for  a solution  hung  as  a fog  in 
the  Vienna  seminar.  We  did  not  find  a solution,  but  we 
carried  the  want  and  need  for  a solution  to  our  countries 
and  it  won’t  let  us  go  anymore.” 


A participant  from  British  Guiana: 

"I  see  a triangle.  At  the  base  is  friendship,  the  two  sides 
are  made  up  of  the  academic  program  and  living  together, 
and  the  apex  is  the  spirit  which  pervades  our  very  hearts. 
There  have  been  bumps,  but  it  has  been  wonderful  to  see 
the  ease  with  which  we  surmounted  difficulties.  Our  ability 
to  do  this  began  and  grew.” 

A Belgian: 

"What  struck  me  the  most  about  the  seminar  is  the  full 
confidence  and  willingness  we  have  found  here  to  under- 
stand the  other  man’s  point  of  view.  This  attitude  will 
bring  understanding.” 
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